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1X, Sharon School, 
Mumbai 


Der chidren, 

Leoders of political parties who come to 
power, one ofter the other, go an fiddling with 
your education system, But whot they have 
‘achieved is anybody’ guess! | fee that there is 
ro substantial change from the old Macaulay 
sytem of British days which produced batolons Vol, XI, No. 12 JUNE 1999 
of white collar jb seekers 

Young people must be taught not to shy away from any kind of manual labour and jobs 
‘must be production-oriented and everybody should feel the pride of pericipation in nation 
building. But such basic changes in the direction of education s not contemplated, On the 
‘other hand friolous and sentimental aspects are taken up and blown out of proportion. 

The latest agitation in Tamil Nadu is with regard to the medium of instruction. The 
clomour is for the mother tangue Tamil to be the medium of instruction in all schools and 
colleges and ot all levels. While no one in his right mind will deny that teaching cl 
their mother tongue is best for them, what 
Worries the parents isthe future of thee children, 
Every parent dreams that his son or daughter 
will pursue postgraduate studes either here or 
abroad. AE thot stoge he must have 0 good 
working knowledge of english to compete with 
students from all over the world. He may also 
land o good job abrood. Ifa solid foundation is 
not lid now in englsh he may find te dfcult to N 
Interact ot his workploce wth others. OAs 

So, even if al the subjeces are tought in Tami, learning the english langud 
‘made compulsory at schoo! and a high stondard must be se, especially for those who plon 
postgraduate studies. In addition all technical ond scientfic words in english must be 
transliterated in Tamil and not translated. 

By this the Tamil languoge wil grow at a galloping pace, besides making it very easy for 
students to switch over from Tamil medium to englsh medium ot very high stoges of earing. 
Communication with scientists all over the world wil not be a problem for research schoors. 

Ifthese two points are accepted then the mether tongue wll be welcamed by everybody as 
the medium of instruction. The same sytem can be enforced all over India 

‘After oll languoge is for communication and not isolation, Let us remember that the 
english language grew into on international language only becouse of ts copacity to borrow 
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‘Of all created things the lovellest, K Rojendran, 
And most divine are children. Editor 
— William Canton 
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Tarn a regular reader of 'Gokulam’ since 
June "98, I wish to contribute to the 
magazine. Must I have my arles signed 
by the head ofthe insttution? The ates 
sent to other magazines were rejected 
because ofthis 

Ravindra K. Joisa, Std. X, 
MRPL School, Suratkal. 


Dear Ravindro, 

We do not insist on signature from the 
head of the institution. You can send in 
your article. Do not forget to write in 
your name, house address, name of your 
‘school, your age or the class you are in. 
If your article is good it will be published, 


T am studying in vit 
standard. I want to contribute 
to the magazine. To which 
address should | send my 
entries? How should I send 
them? 

R. Aishwarya, Chennai. 


Dear Aishwarya, 

Read the answer to the previous letter 
You can send in your entries to the 
‘address given in the last page. 


Thhave been reading Golalam since was 
seven. Gokulam isthe best magazine Ihave 
‘ever read. The May "99 issue was great. My 
‘brother (who is in I standard) and I love to 
read it. He loves to look at the pictures. 1 
ike ‘tn the Wid’ and ‘Bodytalk’. Do publish 
‘more articles like Aliens — Do they exist? 
We recently did a project in english class on 
superstitions around the word, 

In ancient Rome, if a person sneezed it 
‘was believed that his soul escaped from the 
body. Therefore people said, “God Bless 
‘You" so that god would bless the soul and 
send it back into the body, 

S. Preethi, Vil, SSK, Chennai. 


T began reading Gokulam two years 
back, One day the man who delivers our 
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newspaper handed me an old copy of 
Gokulam. I enjoyed reading the magazine, 
Since then I've been subscribing to it 
{sent a sketch to the Art Gallery section, 
‘and 2 story on Akbar and Birbal. You 
returned my sketch but you retained my 
story saying ithas been accepted. Why then 
‘hasn't it been published either in the April 
Issue or in the May issue? I sent it in 
February. 
M.S. Karthikeyan, Chennai, 


Dear Karthikeyan, 

Have you sent in your age and the 
name of your school? We receive many 
entries for the Akbar and Birbal section, 
You will have to wait for your turn, We 
thank you for your interest in the 
magazine. 





































India has shame- 
lessly pinned its 
hopes on Sachin 
Tendulkar. While 
almost all our 


hen this issue 

is out, you 

would be 
glued to your seats pray- 
ing desperately that your 
hopes turn into realities. players this time 

Over the years and have made a 

through the World cups, pwanne: mark internation- 
we have seen players ally, we still look 
emerge, teams register towards Sachin to 
wins and lose just when win a match. 
spectators thought the Sachin, how- 
match was going their ever, says he wants 


way. to play all shots 
In India cricket is a x Carefully, be 
passion. If there's a anys wouldn't want to 


make a fool of 
myself in front of 
people,” 

Kapil Dev, 
under whose 
captaincy India 
won its first and 

only World cup says Indian 
batsmen have the finest 
technique in the 
world 
He says if Indian fielders do 
not slide and dive to take 
catches it is because Indian 
grounds don't permit it. Had 
Indians developed this tech- 
nique early in their career, 
they would have had no par- 
allels 
Kapil believes that if we 
{\ have the collective spirt to 
4 i win then win we will 


cricket match on the TV 
even the teacher would 
like to bunk school. 
Forget the students. 
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he World 
cup 
is 


being 
played at 
atime 
when the 
English climate is not at its 
best. Yet it was in June we 
won our first cup 

Coach Anshuman Gaekwad 
says much of the play rests with 
the batsmen. While trying to 
score singles themselves, Indian 


fielders must learn to stop oppo- 
nents from taking those singles. 

Sri Lanka's Jayasurya is 
considered a terrific opener 
who can send bowlers scurry- 
ing around the field. Mark 


Waugh has been ranked 
third among the six top bats- 
men world over (Tendulkar is 
the first) by Mark Nicholas. 
Brian Lara plays best under 
pressure. Many bowlers would 
prefer not to bow! to Lara if 
given a chance. So Windies 
can be winners of the cup. 
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hen it 

comes to 

bowlers, 
batsmen dread Wasim 
Akram, Akram’s deliver- 
ies in this series are 
terrifying than ever be- 
fore because at this time 
the winds in England fa- 
vour bowlers like him more 
than batsmen! 

India's Anil Kumble with 
158 matches and 212 wick- 
ets is rated fourth. Javagal 
Srinath is rated ninth while 
Curtley Amborse stands sec- 
ond 

Shane Warne though con 
sidered an excellent performer 
under pressure is far below 
Saqlain Mushtaq of Pakistan 
He is considered by Michael 
Holding as the most danger- 
ous spinner today. 

Any game can be won or 
lost because of fielding. Indi- 
ans haven't ever been consid- 
ered the best fielders, A few 
like Ajay Jadeja do come up 
with winning catches, how- 
ever. If you are an avid match 












- watcher you 
would have seen some splen- 
did dives by Jonty Rhodes 


ays Ajay Jadeja, Rhodes 

‘on TV is no match for 

Rhodes on the field. On 
the field it is not enough to 
perform well as a batsman, A 
match is won when the very 
same batsrnan is able to dive 
and take that most difficult 
catch. 

On the first day at Lord's 25 

cameras on the field will be 
busy recording the event. 








‘The first letter of last is first in you. 
‘The last letter of zero is double in you, 
The middle letter of present is next in you, 
‘The las letter of lose is last in you. 
Who are you? 
CS, Hari Haran, 
Std IX, Jubilee School, 
Bangalore 


36007 AMSUY 
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One-day cricket has now be- 
come a fad. It is a game of 
rudeness, opportunism and 
funny twists and turns 

Michael Bevan of Australia 
says he loves to score a run 
off every ball. He loves to hit 
between the gaps and not 
panic under pressure. 













+ Clean bowled! 


WHEN THE BALL FLIES 
OFF THE LID 
verything is not as good as 
it seems. Bouncers make 
viewers cringe. Batsmen 
would prefer a cooler, saner 
‘opponent when bouncers come 
along. 

There was a time when 
Windies served intimidating balls 
Quite a number of batsmen re- 
turned to the pavilion nursing a 
broken nose, a bleeding face or a 
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severely damaged rib. 

Bob Woolmer of S.Africa says 
he dreams of a game when 
bouncers can be served one 
per over per batsman only in the 
middle overs. Such is the fear of 
bouncers. 

Of the teams playing the 
matches, here's a quick assess- 
ment. S.Africa has been consid- 
ered to be at the top 
with a success rate 
of 75% 

India stands third 
winning 31 of the 55, 
matches played. 
They lost 21 
matches and aban- 
doned three. 

Anil Kumble has 
been ranked fourth 
of the top 20 crick- 


eters playing this 
j] season. 


Jacques Kallis of 
S. Africa has been ranked first 
with 113 points, 

This ranking was done on April 
21. By the time the teams begin 
playing equations could have 
changed. Then who will win? 

Itis a game, And let's hope 
India returns with the cup. Let 
us hope dame luck smiles upon 
us this time. 

Above all, let's hope our 
players give it their best shot. 
Surely then, we have a chance. 

Facts courtesy: India Today 
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OLD SETTLEMENTS 
FOUND 

An ancient Buddhist settle- 
ment dating back to second 
and third century was discov- 
ered ina forest-range of 
Gurwait - Yarikhan in central 
Kashmir. 


HOW OLD? 

In the basis of geological, 
chemical and physical data, 
our solar system came into 
being 4.57 billion years ago. 
The earth and the moon were 
formed 100 million years after- 
wards according to the US 


ANOTHER RECORD? 

Babu Chiri, a Nepali 
climber spent 21 hours atop 
Mt, Everest. The longest time 
spent by a climber has not 
been recorded. 

Mountaineering experts say 
a few have spent more than a 
couple of hours. An Australian 
had earlier spent 13 hours in a 
hole dug 20 mts from the sum- 
mit in May 1994. Mr. Chiri has 
climbed Everest seven times. 


TORNADO TERROR 
A tornado hit Oklahoma 
city in the US killing 44 







journal, Science, every nest Another 100 
ora A ge are reported 

SO MUCH’ ws" missing 
GRASS? Many pets 


For this 
World cup 15 
tonnes of 
grass will be 
mowed at the 
21 venues. 
Over 2,500 
hours will be 
spent for this purpose 








found 
injured 
and trau- 
matised 
were 
reunited 
with their owners, Peo- 
ple are still shaken by this 
giant tornado that created 
much havoc in three cities. 
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ne day emperor Akbar 
was told that a few 
men were passing 
the days in great 
distress. They were starving 
day after day. Akbar called Birbal 
and said, "I have decided to pro- 
vide food and clothing to all the 
distressed men.” Birbal advised 
the king against such an effort 
The king was adamant. Finally, 
Birbal arranged to announce the 
message to the people. 
Difficulty knocked the door 
next day. Hundreds of men came 
to the palace and begged, claim- 
ing they were jobless and in trou- 






ble. Akbar ordered Birbal to find + 


out the truly distressed men 
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Birbal put 
all the men in a fenced 
ground. After some time, he 
brought some pet snakes and re- 
leased them inside the ground. All 
except four men got frightened 
and ran for their life 

“These four men did not run for 
they were truly distressed and 
thought that being bitten by snakes 
and dying was better than leading 
allfe of extreme poverty” explained 
Birbal. 

‘Akbar praised Birbal and pro- 
vided help to the four men. 


Suman Nandi, Vil, KV, 
Kalaikunda (W.B.) 


PERSONALITY. 
L* Pasteur is considered the they are germs coming from air. He 





father of bacteriology. He also proved that they can be killed 
made it 
possible to pre- 
vent the spread 
of — diseases 
through infec 

tion, Before 
Pasteur’s dis 

covery scientists 
had believed 
that lifeless 
matter came to 
life by a process 
called “sponta- 
neous genera 

tion.” 

Itwas Pasteur 
who found out 
that living orga- 
nisms do not 
spring up of their 
own accord. He 
showed that 




























and their spread can be controlled. 

Pasteur was born in a small town 
in France. His father was a tanner 
with only a moderate income. His 
family moved to Arbois, alittle away 


from Dole where Pasteur was born 
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Louis Pasteur received his early 
education here. 

Pasteur's father sent Louis Pasteur 
to the Ecole Normale in Paris to 
study chemistry. In 1849, Pasteur 
was appointed professor on the 
Faculty of Science in Strasbourgh. It 
was here Pasteur began his studies 
in fermentation. 

These studies brought about 
many improvements in brewing, 
distilling and wine making which 
helped France to save enough 
money to pay off the debts incurred 
during the Franco-Prussian war. 

In 1854, Pasteur became the dean 
of the Faculty of Sciences at Lille. In 
1862, he was asked to investigate a 
disease among silkworms. 

Pasteur discovered after a study 
of five years that it was a parasite 
that was causing a disease among 
silkworms. His discovery and 
eventual cure saved the French silk 
industry. 

Pasteur believed that surgery 


PASTEUR 


could be made safer if antiseptic 
methods were used, He experimen- 
ted on animals along this line, His 
discoveries changed surgical prac- 
tices, 

He proved in 1881 that anthrax 
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in cattle and sheep, chicken cholera 
and similar diseases of animals 
could be prevented or cured by 
vaccination. 


the next year Pasteur turned his 
tention to hydrophobia or 
rabies. Rabies is caused by the bite 
of a mad dog. Pasteur experimen- 
ted on animals. He inoculated 
animals bitten by mad dogs but he 
wasn’t sure if a human could be 
cured the same way. 

One day, a young boy was 
brought to him. The boy had been 
bitten by a mad dog. They plead- 
ed with Pasteur to try to save their 
son. Finally, Pasteur consented. 
Pasteur was able to cure the boy. His 
success with the vaccine proved to 
the world that there was a cure for 
rabies. 

Pasteur also laid the foundation 
for the study of TB, cholera, dip- 
theria, tetanus and many other 
diseases that spread through 

infection. 

Pasteur showed 
that pasteurisation 
of milk arrests 
fermentation of 
milk and_ kills 
germs. 

The Pasteur 
Institute was founded in 1888 and 
Pasteur headed this institute till his 
death. Today this institute is a world 
centre for study, cure and prevention 
of disease. 














THE 'DUMB' 
\& PRINCESS 


not be cured, The king 
ordered them hanged be- 
cause they had failed 
In the neighbouring 


SUNNY 


he king of Ratnapuri had a 
daughter, The queen had 
died after giving birth to 
the daughter, The king 
took special care of the girl so 
that she did not lack anything. 
The princess, however, got 
tired of all the attention show- 
ered on her. She wanted to 
enjoy herself. She hit on a plan. 
News spread like wildfire that 
the princess had taken ill. Two 
days later, people of Ratnapuri 
heard that the princess had 
turned dumb. 
The king was very upset. He 
sent for the best doctors in his 
kingdom. He announced that kingdom there lived a young man 
whoever could make the princess called Rajan. Every night Rajan 


talk would be given half of his, got into a row with his father. 
kingdom in reward. Finally, disgusted Rajan left home 

Many came in a bid to cure vowing to make something of 

the princess. The princess could himself before he returned. 
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fter many days of travel, 
Rajan arrived at Ratnapuri 

He saw many people being 

chained and led to prison. 

He wanted to know the reason. 

When he heard that the princess had 
suddenly turned dumb, he decided to try 
his luck at curing the princess. 

Rajan approached the king and told him 
he could make the princess talk. The king 
advised him not to take the risk but Rajan 
was adamant. 

Finally he was taken to the princess’ 
chamber. Rajan sat in front of the princess 
and stared at her. 
Alter a little 

while the 

princess got angry 
and said in a very low 
voice, “Get out.” 

But Rajan merely sat 


ZX staring at her. Again 

Ve the princess said, 

2 “Get out” ina 
( low voice. But 


Rajan did not 
budge. 

At last the princess 
got fed up and shouted, "Get 
out!” The king who was in the next 
room heard her and ran into the room. His 
daughter was talking! He was pleased. 

The princess too admitted that Rajan was 
intelligent and agreed to marry him. Rajan 
ruled Ratnapuri wisely when he became the 
king. 









K. Karpagam, age 13, 
Chavara Vidhya Bhavan, 
Coimbatore. 
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Orce in vitage cated 
Nirma near Mysore there lived 
‘gentleman called Margo. Mr. 
“Margo was deeply in love with 
Miss. Liril Both of them spent 
‘much of their time in the shade 
fof a Neem tree that protected 
them from direct Sunlight. One 
evening, Mr. Margo proposed to 
Miss, Liril. A Breeze cooled 
Miss. Liril’s brow as she 
thought overthe proposal. They 
ate Pears and washed their 
hands with Dettol 

‘When Miss. Liri still gave 
‘no answer to Mr. Margo's pro- 
posal, Mr. Margo presented her 
with a Moti necklace. He called 
her his ‘Dove’. “Please accept 
iy gift,” Mr. Margo entreated. 
Finally Miss. Liril gave in and 
said, "OK" 

‘Mr. Margo was soon married 
to Miss. Liril ina temple close 
to Mysore Sandal factory. They 
had two daughters called, Lux 
and Rexona. They also had a 
‘son whom they named Lifebuoy. 
‘They lived happily ever afterin 
the town of Ariel. 

P. Radhika, VIB, 
St. Anne’s GHS, 








Bangalore. 
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ere’s how you can protect 
mother earth 

H Reject soft drink cans. 

Drink out of reusable bot- 
tles, not out of cans. 

2. Cultivate consumer 
awareness. 

Read labels carefully. 
Use vegetables and fruits 
that are grown using or- 
ganic methods and do not 
use pesticides which pol- 
lute the soil and ruin our 
health, Choose cosmetics 
angi household products that 
use natural herbal ingredients and 
say ‘no’ to products that are tested 
on animals. 












3, Never litter 

Keep your streets, garden and 
beaches clean, Don't drop wrap- 
pers anywhere, Prevent others also 
from doing so. Involve the neigh- 
bourhood children and elders in a 
“clean up” campaign 

4, Stop spitting 

Ityou have cultivatied that habit 
please stop it, Do not just look the 
other way when others spit or uri- 
nate on the street. Explain to them 
that their activites pollute and 
spread diseases. 

5, Avoid using pesticides either 
in the garden or in your home as 
they may contain endocrine dis- 
rupters that weaken your immune 
system. 

6. Avoid excess packaging. 
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GOD ONLY KNOWS! 


ir Wiliam Osler, the Ca: 
nadian physician was in- 

vited to inspect a hospital in 
London, While examining the 
charts he came to know that the 
doctors there were fond af ab- 
breviations, such as D for 
diptheria, SF for scaret fever 
‘and 0 on. There was an 
abbreviation, how= 
which 
Refuse he could not un 
products that 
have excess non-bio- 
degradable packaging 
Eg: If you are using liquid soap 
dispenser ask for a refill Instead of 
buying a new dispenser made of 





pvc 

7. Support a conservation 
group. Support environmental or- 
ganisations in your school or in your 
neighbourhood. Start your own 
group with the help of friends it 
one exists in your street. 

8. Spread the message. Talk to 
your friends, teachers and family 
Tell them what a world of difference 
it would make if they used eco- 
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derstand - GOK. When asked what they 
‘meant by this, his host replied, When we 
‘cannot diagnose the ilness, we simply put 
GOK - God only knows.” 





Manju, IX Std, 
Church High 

School, 
Secunderabad 


St. Joh 





friendly 
articles 

9. Protest strongly 
aganist something you feel af- 
fects our mother earth and environ- 
‘ment. You can write to the local 
newspaper or to the newsletter 
published by your colony. Include 
Support letters too from organisa- 
tions that help preserve the envi- 
ronment 

10. Fight for open spaces and 
green cover: 

Get involved in preserving the 
last few green havens we have left 
Trees help combat pollution. Plant 
plenty of trees in your building 
premises. While planting a tree 
care should be taken to plant such 
a tree which attracts birds and but- 
terflies. Trees like bamboo, peepul, 
neem and mango are good for 
shade. Indoor plants help reduce 
pollution within the house. 

Veena Raj, Xil Std, KV, Mumbai 
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OUR SCHOOL 
LIFE 





Lig is tike tast your's textbook, 
No one wants to take a second look! 
Leafing through its pages, 

Is like lioing in golden cages! 

While in the nursery we scream, 
Rejecting even promises fice cream! 
But we go to the primary all eager, 
Like a marching army of beavers! 
We go to middle school 

With a head! as cool as @ pool 

We go to high school, 

Anil try not to look «fool! 





Then comes higher secondary, 
It’s the end of ‘Schoo! dictionary, 
We give out autographs, 
And take group photographs. 
‘Suddenly upon us is the farewell day, 
Its really a sad day. 
Teis the last day we meet our friends, 
And here, half our life ends! 
V. Sivagami, age 18, 
St. Hindu College, Nagarcoil 


GOKULAM June 99 














THOMAS 
ALVA 


EDISON 
This Ameri- 
can started 
his career 
with barely 
any educa- Iean y 
tion. He was a newsboy for some 
time and later (at 15) became a tel- 
egraph operator. He eventually reg- 
istered over 1,000 patents of his in- 
ventions 

‘The first of these was an electri- 
cal voting register. Perhaps the best 
known of his other inventions are the 

phonograph or speaking machine, 
the incandescent lamp, and a fore- 
runner of the motion picture camera 

Edison developed a complete 
electrical distribution system for light 
and power including generators, 
motors, light sockets, junction boxes, 
safety fuses and other devices 
Edison's spectacular success story 
made him one of the most popular 
inventors of al time. 








Diner: “Waiter, I never eat snails. 
Call your manager.” 


Waiter: “He doesn’t eat that stuff 
either.” 
T. Shankar, age 15, Belvoir Int. 


Colombo. 
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chance. Now, | am writing my 
story from a jail, Why should a 
poor hunter be put behind the 
bars? Let me tell you my story. 

| lived in Durgapur village, 
abutting a big jungle. | once de- 
cided to explore the jungle, | 
loved it so much that | decided to 
spend my lifetime in it, So, | 
bought a rifle and roamed about 
the jungle, telling everyone that | 
was there to guard the village 
from wild animals. To make eve- 
ryone believe me, | even started 
spreading stories about how | 
killed a boar, a wolf etc. 

Everything was fine, until the 





am a hunter, | roam about was seen roaming the village the 
in the jungle near my vil- previous night. Here was my 
lage, with a rifle, that Inever use. chance to prove to the villagers 
That is not because I'm a cow: my courage, yet | was nervous. | 
ard, but because I never got a assured everyone that | would 
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i i! My name is Kishorilal. | day a villager told me that a tiger 


take care of everything, 


hat night | set out on the 
T task of killing the tiger. A 

sudden fear gripped me as 
| neared the forest. Its true that 
| love roaming the jungle, but | 
have never been into the jungle 
at night. Suddenly, | heard the 
rustle of leaves as if someone 
was walking over dried leaves 
My heart beat faster, | was 
ready with my rifle. 

















| switched on my torch to see 
who itwas. The light fell on a yel- 
low striped being. It had topaz 
eyes, and it was growling. It was 
the tiger. | was stunned. A chill 
ran down my spine. It pounced 
on me. 

| managed to free myself but 
my rifle slipped from my hand 
and was lying beside a tree, quite 
far from where | was. | was help- 
less, My eyes fell on a small 
sharp stick, lying beside me. The 
tiger pounced on me again. | 


grabbed the stick and 
had killed the tiger. | was so 
impressed with myself that | 
shouted with joy. Soon the villag- 
ers joined me. | hadn't even 
emerged from the shock when the 
police arrived, took me to the po- 
lice station and put me behind the 
bars. When | asked the reason, 
they said that killing a tiger was a 
crime and deserved punishment! 
R. Praveen Kumar 
Std X A, 
DTEA SSS, N.Delhi 





1) Otters cause no splash when 
they plunge into water. 

2) If a drop of whisky is squirted 
onto Its back a scorpion will sting, 
Itself to death 

3) The lion has the smallest heart 














“otter 
of all beasts of prey, 


4) Cattle can be identified by their 
noseprints just as men can be identi- 

» fied by their fingerprints 

5) The camel has no gall 
bladder. 

6) There is more sugar in a 
kilo of lemons than In a kilo of 
strawberries. 

7) The human body contains 

‘enough fat to make seven bars of 
soap. 

8) Rain contains vitamin 
B, 





= N. Adarsh, age 
MPO sa. 10, 
Hyderabad 


plz 


LD) Which w: 
ord is alw 
pronounced incorrectly? a 
5. shat ts the difference 
ena 
et comma and a 


3) Can you spell Q, I and 






1) Who designed the statue 


of Liberty? 
2) Which product i 
“Rock cotton’? 
3) Who was 
to score a century in test 
cricket? 

M4) What is a mate duck 
called”? 
5) Who gave the name 
Googol to the number 10 10089 
6) How many istands 76 
there in the Phillippines? 
7) Which country was called 


s called 


he first Indian 





Winston Churchill? 


‘China Rose’ 





R? 


Disa 
is a wild 
Vinita Krishnamurth 
muh 
St. Thomas high school, 
Mumbai 





flower is called 
“9 
‘Asian country 
tects its king periodically” 
to) Which writer ereated the 
typically Indian detectives 
Inspector Ghote? 
11) What is the study of 
flags known as? 
12) Who was the 
to win a Nobel prize? 
R. Aravind, age 12) 
christ Nagar School 
Trivandrum 


8) Which 


9) Which 


e first Asian 





the ‘Pearl of Africa’ DY 
C 
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° pPURZLES 


— NAME 
fe, THESE 
fj PLACES 


Hidden here are some places. Can you find 
them with the help of the clues given? 








Clues: 

















eT vw x KN VY XZ TT 4. Blue mountains (8) 
A uT S FS WO 8S T P 1 | 2. City Of the golden 
temple (8) 
Lov BT Zz 1 UR ROO B!. 3 Ciyotpalaces (8) 
4, Garden of india (8) 
tT 
| il ies iis WN ET 5’ Gateway of india (6) 
ut @T NO OL PO A T| 6.Roofot the world (5) 
7. Land of Thousand 
TT OPN GMAAZ X YIQe a 
TRS VWs AP ANY 1] B. Queen of Arabian 
Sea (6) 
a kK MON X ZL 1 0 DAT 9g. Land of midnight 
cH tN PO P @ B/sun(6) 
mee 10, Land of the rising 
xT FS K LRN S RR M[sun(5) 
. lage 14, 
Samnairs ante u{ ™Sugenthlage t4 
Nietcorrisovwm Chennai 
1. How is normal blood pressure What are “body builders"? 
‘expressed ? 7. Due to polishing of rice which 
2. In every human beinghowmany vitamin content is lost? 
miles of nerves can be seen ? 8. Which pigment present in blood 
3. At what age do average boys gives red colour? 
and girls reach their full height? 9, Hows anaemia caused? 
4. What is the average pulse rate 19. what is the common name for 
in humans? algae? 
5. Which is the smallest bone LC. Sumathi, Std Vil, 
found in our body? Bhaktavatsalam Vidhyashram, Chennai 
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rows are clever, fearless 
birds seen in meadows as 
much as they are seen on 


rooftops. They are about 18 to 19 
inches long and have a glossy 
plumage. When a crow moves its 
feathers it has a slightly greenish 
glitter. It has a sharp beak and the 
base of its beak is covered with bristly 
feathers. It has four fingers in each 
foot. Its claws are long and curved. 
Its feet are well-adapted for walking 
Both males and 
females look alike 
The female crows are 
smaller in size than the 
males. Crows are sca 
vengers that can be 
found close to human 


habitation. Crows can be found even 
in cold countries. During winter they 
migrate to warmer regions. 

Crows are loyal to their mates, 
Crows feed on anything that's edible. 
Sprouting corn seeds that the farmer 


2 


has just planted also make a part of 
their meal. Crows feed on 
cutworms, white grubs and other 
insects. Crows also like young 
chicken and eggs 

A crow can eat as much as 19 
bushels of insects in an average farm. 
The jungle crow has a heavy beak. 
It's voice has a rasping quality about 
it. It is divided into four 
















groups based on 
the size differences 
of wings and beak. 


‘he jungle crow is covered with 
glossy, black feathers. It is not 
found close to human habitation. 
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Usually the jungle crow associates 
with vultures and feeds on their 
leftovers and rotting flesh. The 
jungle crow's movement helps to 
locate tiger or panther kills in the 
jungle. The house crow is omni 
vorous and is destructive to young 
and small mammals besides eggs and 
cchicks of birds, including poultry. 
The house crow has a grey neck. 
Its neck distinguishes it from the 
jungle crow. The house crow is the 
size of a pigeon. The palest of the 
crows are found in Sind and 
Kashmir. The darkest of the crows 
are found in Burma. (The crows 


The house crow is shamelessly 
bold and cunning. It is very alert. 
The house crow will eat anything 
from dead rats, offal, kitchen refuse 
and scrap. It also eats locusts, 
termites, fruits, grains and little birds 
stolen from nests. 

The house crow is considered a 
great bully and creates trouble for 
the tame,smaller birds, The house 
crow roosts in large colonies on trees 
at nights. Several crows build their 
nests on the same tree. 


their nest is a platform of twigs 
terspersed with metal wires. 











found in Sind exhibit 2 pale gre 
collar as compared to the crows of 
Burma.) 
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The centre of the nest has a 
depression. Itis filled with coir fibre. 
House crows nest between April and 


2B 


June. The jungle crow nests bet- 
ween December and April in penin- 
sular India and between March and 
May in northern India, Assam and 
Burma, 

The eggs of the crow are pale 
blue-green with brown spots or 
streaks. Both male and female 
crows share incubation and nest - 
feeding. The Koel usually lays its 
eggs inside a crow's nest. The Koel 
uses the nest of both the jungle 
crow and the house crow for this 
Purpose. 

Unlike other birds, the crow does 
not feed alone. It will crow loudly 
when it sees food to attract the 
attention of other crows. 


The ravens, jays, magpies, rooks 
and jackdaws belong to the crow 
species. 

The crow has a fascination for 
shiny, bright objects. The crow can- 
not see with both its eyes. It will 
turn its head slightly to a side and 
then use its other eye to view the 
same object. 

In parts of south India, people 
usually leave a handful of cooked rice 
either on the window sill or on a wall 
for the crow to feed. In fact, the 
crow is fed first and then the house 
- hold eats food. Despite this, the 
crow is considered only a scavenger. 

Indian mythology has plenty of 
stories about crows 


smn 
WHO WROTE WHAT? 


Match the authors with their books. 
1, The Count of Monte Cristo - (a) WM. Thackeray 
2. David Copperfield - (b) Charlotte Bronte 


3. Jane Eyre - (c) Charles Dickens 


4, Far from Madding Crowd - (d) Anthony Hope 


5, Treasure Island - (e) Lewis Caroll 

6. The Prisoner of Zenda - (f) Mark Twain 
7. Alice in Wonderland - (g) Thomas Hardy 
8, Huckleberry Finn - (h) Jane Austen 

9. Pride and Prejudice- (i) R.L. Stevenson 
0. 


10. Vanity Fair - (i) Alexander Dumas 


R. Senbaga Poonguzhali, VII Std., 
Coimbatore. 


3 (01) 4 (6) 3 (8) 2 (2) 
P (9) 1(s) & (H) 9 (€) > @) F (1) : Stomsuy 
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Suraj was an intelligent man. 





























Story : — 
Rubeena Tabassum, age 13, 
Hyderabad. 
Mlustration : Mahesh depuiss eee any 
‘One day — v 
Marriage 
invitation 
from the 
village 
(| chief. 
(O Q bs 


| iv £ yy 


Sura] arrived at the marriage 











































venue. 
At the venue — He wondered why 
everyone was upset, 
‘3 
eG 
© &F 
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The bridegroom wants Suraj thought over the 
the bride to bring water 
ina sieve, 























Let the bridegroom cut 
wood with an axe made 














2 The bridegroom apologised and the 
3 How can the E 
© bride bring marriage took place. 
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HOME 


Teisaplace on the mountain, 
Where as a child I played like 
a fountain. 
The trees which I climbed, 
The flowers which I gathered. 
‘The stream which always 
flowed, 
Init the paper boats floated, 
The fresh air which blew, 
Filled with my songs everyday 
anew. 
I shed here my childish fears, 
On this soil fell my salty tears. 
I found a tree alone in the 
forest, 


I laid my secrets here to rest. 





Now a man of the town, I 





Fill my sight with buildings 
high. 
Here no streams flow, 
No air to which I can sing so, 
No grass to lie on when 
Tam sad. 
A lone tree in the city, 
None showing even the least 
pity. 
It listens as I recall at ‘noon, 
My childhood and my 
childhood home. 


S. Shivakumar, IX-B, 
St. Ann's School, Vizag 





Prize money 


The winning team at the World 
Cup will take home a cheque for 
300,000 (Rs. 1.30 crore). This is six 
times the prize money won by SriLanka 
in 1996. 
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oe ‘TERROR’ 


Since exams makeor marone's 
future, it is a terrible word, Exams 
mean long, sleepless nights of 
studying, Sometimes it involves 
cramming. Understanding the sub- 





ject does not form a part of studies. 
Exams curb thinking ability, rea- 
soning and snuffs out the thirst for 
knowledge among students. 
Exams could lead to much un- 
happiness and it comes with a heavy 
price tag. It costs students a glori- 
ous childhood and ultimately the joy 
of learning is lost! 
S. Roopa, age 17, 
Vidhya Mandir, Chen 
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TOUGH SURVIVORS 


Paopie tind ways to save the 
environment without actually aiming 
towards it, Beggars turn used Pepsi 
and Coke cans to vessels to collect 
their day's earnings, Urchins collect 
them to send for recycling. 

My friend grows plants in them. 
She has a dozen cans in her veran- 
dah, each with a sapling in it. The 
saplings are then replanted in mud, 

My eight year old brother uses it 
to germinate seeds for his nature 
class, | wrapped a colour paper 
around a used Coke can and placed 
iton my table, It serves as a pencil 
stand, 

| guess, the can is valued more 
than the drink itself, 

Kavitha Krishnamurthy, 
age - 19, Mumbai. 


iG MUST 
BANNED 





RAG 





I erm sti in school. Yet, | have 
heard much about ragging in col- 
leges. Ragging Is a part of college 
life. A little fun in college is healthy, 
Ifitleaves students maimed for life 
then it should be banned. 

‘A cousin of mine recalled how a 
student had been ragged in his col- 
lege. The boy was asked to spell the 
name of a friend. The boy spelt the 
name correctly but he was slapped. 
The boy had forgotten to spell the 
initials 

Such behaviour must be disal- 
lowed. All the fun of going to col- 
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lege will then be lost. 

D. Jeevan Prakash, 

Trivandrum. 

Dear Jeevan Prakash, pl. send your 
age and the name of your school 


NOT BAD AT ALI 


Watching television does not 
leave a viewer disgusted. There are 
good value-based programmes that 
we can watch. 

Current affairs programmes and 
news are invaluable. We also have 
channels like Discovery, Animal 








Planet and National Geographic 

These channels are very informative. 

Why then is TV considered ‘bad 
influence? 

Annettanet Mary Solomon, 

VI, Valerian Grammar School, 

Secunderabad, 


EXAMS, A BANE 
INDEED 


Wy snoutd we have exams? 
GOKULAM June 9 





Instead, schools can judge us on the 
basis of our behaviour in class, our 
performance in class-activites and 





extra curricular activities. We cram 
for exams and then return home no 
wiser after exams, {s this the cor- 
rect way to judge us? 


P. Kanchana, 
age 13, 

Good Shepherd Convent, 
Chennai, 





WHAT USE 
STUDIES? 











Least week a salesgir knocked 
on our door, She was selling sundry 
items. She said she was a gradu- 
ate, She could not land any job. 
What use is the education that 
makes one go house - to - house 
selling sundry items? 

Such a job does not require much 
effort. Where is the need to study if 
the only job we can land is that of a 
salesgirl? 

S. Anu Lekha, age 15, 
M.M.R.H.S, 
Trivandrum. 
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OK. LET ~¢ 
ME PICKUP 
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BW tuis tsa 
YO TIMB 
MACHINEs, 


1 WAVE 
ENOUGH TROUBLES 
SINCE THE DAy | 
PURLIGHED My FIRST 
RESEARCH PAPER ON 
TIME TRAVELLING, 


if HMMMewe ON THE J 

V Rue THINK COME 
‘RESIS Nata 

SAW ON THE Bi \ RESEARCH.» 
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HOW CAN | GROW 
MY NAILS? 


My friend's mother illtreats him 
‘One day he tripped and fell. His mother 
who saw this became angry and hit him, 
with a stick. The boy was hit close to 
the eye. It required eight stitches to 
help the boy see again. Why was she 
cruel? My friend is a calm child and 
studies well 
George Navin Bernard, Chennai. 

Dear George, . 

twas wrong of the mother to beat the 
child witha stick You could have intervened 
‘and pleaded with her not to beat her son. 
Sometimes parents may be angry with 
something and their anger is vented on the 
first thing they come across. Later they 
realise their mistake. If someone points 
‘ut to them their mistakes they will under- 
stand, 


Lam talented. | enjoy playing basket- 


ree) 
uM « 


ae 


| GRANDMA WORM | WORM 


ball,karate and chess. I love to draw. | 
sing and know to dance too. am not 
good at studies. My parents don't think 
much of me. 
C.K. Divya Janani, VII-A, 
St. Joseph's M.S., Coimbatore. 
Dear Janani, 
‘Channalise your talent in one direction. 
Lear to play basketball withthe help of a 
coach. Or learn to sing. Take help from a 
professional singer. Mere tolent is not 
‘enough to make you competitive. You have 


to hone your talent. Such a V2 


mastery will prove 
valuable in later af 
if. 
f 

man \ 
years old. I want 
to grow tall. do 
exercises and | 
ride ycle every- 
day. Can you sug- | 

" 


gest a diet that 
meta 


will help me grow 


all? 
Ramya, 


NE 
Bangalore. 

Deor Ramya, 
There's no special diet that will make 
you grow toll. If your parents and grand- 
parents are tall there's all probability that 
you will grow tall. As you already know 
height iso heridtary foctor. Try to remain 
slim. Wear clothes that make you look 
tal. Control intake of butter, oi, etc. and 
feat more vegetables Even if you don't 
‘grow toll, you won't appear short. Yoga- 
sanas will help to a certain extent. But 
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you have to choose an expert to teach you. 


I can't concentrate on studies. When- 
‘ever I sit to study my mind wanders. | 
can't remember what | have studied, 

J. Shivaraj, age 15, 
DAVPS, Chennai. 

Dear Shivaro), 

You have to lear to concentrate, Just 
4 you enjoy playing you have to learn to 
‘enjoy studying. There's no short cut to 
success. For. if you cannot learn to concen 
trate on studies you probably cannot learn 
to concentrate on a game of your choice 
either. Try meditation. Learn it from some- 
‘one who knows about it. 

You have to learn to control your mind 
from wandering away. Tell yourself you 
hhave a goa! to achieve. Ifyou have a goal, 
you will automatically aim towards it and 
will o to any length to achieve it. 


| study well but | also like to parti 
cipate in cultural activities like dance, 
music etc. am taking lessons in French. 
Sometimes, | don't find time to com- 
plete my homework. | wake up very 
early so that | can study. Under my 
eyes therg are dark circles. How do | 
get rid-of them? 
R. Divya, age I 1, Chennai. 
Dear Diya, 
You are only 11, you con take life a 
little easy. Try to learn French during the 
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summer holidays. This will give you ample 
time to do your homework. 

If you have a talent for music or dance 
‘and are toking lessons from a coach, then 
itis time you decided on your career. Find 
out what interests you more - music and 
dance or studies. Choose 
‘ond the rest is easy. 


I have a bad habit 
of biting my nails. How 
can | grow my nails? 
‘Charanya S. 
Prabhu, age 13, 
PSBBSSS, 
Chenn: 
Dear Choranya, 
Since you realise it's @ bad habit half 
your problem is solved. Perhaps you could 
paint your nails, or bandoge them. Every 
‘Ume you look at your nails tell yourself that 
you want them to grow. You won't bite them, 





{1am inVil standard, | study 
well, But | 
lose marks 
in Science bY 
because of g 
diagrams. 
What can | 
do? ( 
M.S. Subra 
maniyam, 
Nagercoil. 
Dear Subramaniyam, WAP 
Leam to sketch well. If you opt for 
science in XM you will have to learn to draw 
diagrams, and good ones at that! 
Remember, practise makes perfection!" 
Love 
Grandma worm. 
5 


A. Tarang, 
Bangalore 








S. Varun, 
Perks, 
Coimbatore. 





M. Privadarshi 
ore Intl. School 


J. Koushik, 

age - 14, 
Vellammal 
MHSS, Chennai. 





S. Manjunath, age - 1 
S.T. Thomas, Bangalore. 


V. Aravind, VII D, 
DAVHSS, Chennai 


V. Yogeeta, age - 8, 
K.V. Bolarum, 
Secunderabad 





M. Sai Chandra, > 
Std VI, 
Nalanda Vidhya 
Niketan, 
Vijayawada. 





“The ven animals tired and thirsty 









Cane 


pear when a cold mass of un 
air blows speedy ove 
‘summer such terrain heats up to a v 
high temperature and the air ab 
warm and light 

This air begins to rise and 
height of 10 km, leaving belo 
low pre 
happened 
‘nearby, it wl 
sur 


























The wind generates 
hug the gro 
ready a lay 
from the ground earlier. If th 













rms in Apriland May. 
duststorms may be experi- 
sin these 
temperature in these parts 
result, up toa height 
kilometres, the air is 





it 
{In india duststorms appear just bel 

the onset of the monsoon. Rajasthan 

Delhi, Punjab and Uttar Pr: 
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very dry, When moist air enters the region 
just above this dry mass of at, electrical 
‘storms are generated, which invariably 
lead to rain 

The raindrops evaporate before 
reaching the ground due to the heat and 
‘dryness of the atmosphere. What reaches 
the ground is a putf of coid air for each 
raindrop that has evaporated. These puts 
stir up ile clouds of dust when they stike 
the ground. It at the same time a strong 
surface wind is blowing, these tle putts 
of dust are picked up by the wind and 
blown into a fierce duststorm. 

Such storms usually appear in the af 
tetnoon, alter the highest temperature of 
the day has been reached, These storms 
begin asa series of bursts of cold wind, 
Soon these bursts combine into 
strong steady wind which soon 
stifs up a huge cloud of dust. 
These dust clouds could rise up 
to a height of four kilometres, 
The storm moves forward ata 





speed of 50 kmph, 
‘The wind itself may blow at speeds in 
excess of 100 kmph. In the more severe 
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off roads during the day 
duststorm, 


storms, the dust stired up may reduce 
\isibilty t-almost zero, This condition pre- 
vails for 2-3 hours. After the storm blows 
over temperatures drop by several de- 
grees, sometimes as much as 15°, bring- 
ing much needed reel, 


uring these storms large 
amounts of dust are trans. 
ported to great distances. 


udies have revealed that duststorms 
‘originating in deserts could transport 100, 
mmllion tonnes of dust to thousands of kt 
‘metres, This dust has been found to rain 
on islands situated thousands of kilome- 
tes away from the mainland, The trans- 
ported dust is usually the fertile topsoil 
that supports vegetative growth, There- 
fore, duststorms are responsible for the 
spread of deserts. 

These storms also greatly increase the 
dust particles present in the ait, This of 
ten interferes withthe local weather as it 
alters the amount of 
sunlight reaching 
the ground. The par- 
ticles elther absorb 
some of the sunlight 
or reflect it back into 
space 

The best way to 
‘overcome the de- 
struction wrought by 
uststorms is to ins 
crease vegetative 
cover. The roots of 
plants hold the soil 
particles together 
and do not allow 
them to be blown 
away by the 
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vironment Day. 

Here is a quiz. Work out 
your score and find outif you 
are environment-friendly. 

1. I seldom carry ba; 


when I go shopping. 1 always demand 
of the shop-keeper to put my things in a 


polythene carry-bag. Yes/No. 


2. When I notice a leak in my 
bathroom tap, I have it rectified 





‘with ballpoint pens. Yes/No. 
6. Thave dug a pit in the back- 
yard of my house. Talways throw 

all waste into it. Yes/No, 
7. Het the tap water un tll 1 
finish brushing my teeth. Yes! 

No. 

8.1 prefer natural lighting 
during day. Yes/No, 












9. Luse disposable plastic cups for my 
coffee or cool drinks. Yes/No, 

10. I rarely use shampoos. I prefer 
shikakai (soap nut powder). Yes/No. 
Now, let us see how you have scored! 


Are You Environment 


immediately, Yes/ 


school which is only half-a-kilometer 
away from my home by a moped. I hate 
riding a bicycle to school. Yes/No. 
4, [switch off light and fan switches 
whenever I go out of my room. Yes/No, 
5. I prefer using ballpoint refills to 
ink pen. My handwriting looks better 


40 


If you have 


and 10 and “No” to questions 1, 3, 5,7 
and 9, then you are the champion for the 
cause of environment. Good luck, Keep 
going, 





S. Nagasri, Std. VII, 
SBOA Matriculation School, 
Chennai, 
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sat in my garden watching 
Budho, the gardener. Budho 
was weeding the flowerbeds. 
The garden held a variety of 
plants. Each plant had put forth a 
range of flowers. Itwas.a feast for 
the eves. 

Beyond the fence lay the for- 
est. Tall trees {ull of rich green 
leaves provided a canopy. Budho 
noticed my interest in the forest 
“Would you like to go and see the 
forest one day, Babu?” Budho 
‘asked coming up to me. 

“What's there to see in the for 
est?” | asked, 

"Youll lke it Babu. The forest 
is so colourtul." 

“Colourful!” | looked at the 
sprawling greenery of the forest 
and said, the forests only green." 

‘Notonly green, Babul” Budho 
smiled gently. “All forests have 
many colours. Will you come with 


Gkss COLOURFUL? 


meone day?" 

“\ wil.” 

We set out for the forest early next 
day. The sun bathed the grass. The dew 
‘on the grass sparkled lke tiny diamonds. 

Alotty simul ree, is branches quite 
bare of leaves appeared to me like the 
antlers of a stag. Big crimson flowers 
adorned the tree, The tree stood lke @ 
sentinel 

Budho said, “the tree changes col 
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ad 


our as the seasons change. In early 
spring, tender green leaves spread over 
itsbranches. Soon the leaves turna dark 
green and in autumn they turn a golden 
yellow. In winter the leaves fall to the 


ground, 
W that crackled as we stepped 
WW over them. The leaves swayed 
in the breeze and the forest floor was a 
moving landscape of light and shade, 
Dew dripped from a few leaves. 


e walked over the dry leaves 


45 


In the gentle breeze swayed the 
leaves of sal, piasal, khair, rumi and all 
those trees whose names | didn't know. 

‘Soon we came upon a cluster of 
Palash trees. These trees grow in 
clumps. 

They are shorter than the other trees, 
Their boughs were laden with flaming o- 
ange - vermilion flowers, 

‘Anarrow path snaked its way through 
the forest. The breeze had gained 
strength. The dry leaves showered on 
Us as we made our way. Since it was 
winter, many of the trees were losing their 
green hue. 

Budho walked ahead stopping often 
to ensure that | was following him. We 
noticed a group of Santhali women, gath- 
ering dry twigs and dead branches 
trees. 

Budho said, “they will sell the twigs 
and eam one rupee at the end of the 
day." 

| was shocked that their entire day's 








labour fetched them solitle. The women 
acknowledged Budho's greetings and 
hurried past us in search of more twigs. 


few trees were festooned with 
creepers. We reached a clearing 
‘Anuge tree stood in the middle, 
leafless and twisted. Budho said, “this 
treeis not dead. New leaves will adorn 
itin spring.” A colourful tiny bird sat on 
one of its gnarled branches and 
chirped ment 
This is a mahwa tree," Budho said 
pointing toa tree with thick branches and 
green leaves. “The tree is popular not 
oniy with birds and beasts but also with 
the adivasis for its musky, scented ripe 
fruits. 

“The fruits ripen by late spring. It is 
food not only to man but to birds, deer 
and bears, The bears and deer will visit 
the tree at night. Women and children 
forage at the crack of dawn for the ripe 
fruits.” 
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‘The forest floor was covered with a 
wide variety of bushes each sporting 
colourful flowers. Our gardens are no 
match! | decided to pluck a few flowers 
from an unkempt bush to make a bou- 
quot for my fiend. 

‘The flowers of this bush sported tree 
colours, red, pink and white. AS I tried 
to pluck a flower, the thorns pricked my 
fingers. | drew back my fingers. "Babu, 
the thorns protect the bush from being 
eaten up,” Budho said. 

@ came across a group of 

bushes. They sported tiny mik- 

white highly scented flowers. 

Buchho said they were ‘Kurchi 
Kurchitinds mention in Kalidasa’s works. 
| was amazed to see Kurchi in our for 
ests. 

Soon we reached the densest partof 
the jungle. The tall sal trees were full o 
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light green and dark green leaves, There 
were a few yellow and red leaves ready 
to all from the trees, 

‘A deep red plant attracted my atten- 
tion, Budho said, “its only a sal sap- 
ling” The jungle rose steadily and there 
were plenty of rocks and boulders. Be- 
yond was a gurgling stream running 
across the boulders and rocks. 

‘We hopped from rack to rock and 
reached the other side. I could see be- 
neath the clean water rocks, pebbles 
and sand 

Budho stopped and looked up at the 
sun. “We should return home. Babu,” 
he said 

We retraced our steps in silence. 

\Who could have imagined that a for- 
est could have the colours ofa rainbow? 

Budho said, “our people are killing 
these forests to serve us.” 

| could not say anything 


‘Sukendu Dutta, Calcutta. 
a7 


CY Wadi i 
WR! 











8 June 9 GOKULAM 


[ors Not WANT You TS 


Eine yous 
igee Sore, 
" 
ae 


WHAT A STUPID FATSO! 
(WE DOES NOT KNOW, ANYTHING 
THAT GOES UP HASGOT 





THE Kips 
WILL Nor Be 
ABLE To Ste 

1B FROM 
\ Bown THERE. 





AWD COLOUR 70 THS, 
GOKULAM June 9 49 




















na big forest there lived 2 dog. 

‘The dog's best friend was a fox. 

sThe fox was new to the forest and 
the dog enjoyed showing the fox 
around the forest. 

‘Soon the dog and the fox spent 
much of their time together. One day 
the dog invited the fox to his house 
for dinner. The fox accepted the 
invitation. 

The dog hunted all day and 
gathered as many delicacies as he 
could for the feast. When the fox 
arrived for dinner that evening he was 
pleased to see the various meats, 





sweet roots and 
BS) fruits laid out for 
him. The fox ate 
greedily till he 
could eat no more, 
thanked the dog and went 
home. 

The next day the fox 
invited the dog to his home for 
dinner. The fox laid two condi- 
tions. One, the dog should reach 
the fox's house by walk. It should 
not run. The second condition 
was that the dog 
hould arrive for 
dinner _ before 
sunset. The dog 


DOGS 
CHEW 
BONES 


agreed to the conditions and left. The 
dog was unaware of the fox’s cun- 
ningness. 

The dog spent a restless day. He 
wondered what sort of feast the fox 
had in mind for him. The dog 
imagined exquisite mouth-watering 
delicacies would be laid out for dinner. 





Aunt : Son, do I look like a grandma 
anymore? 

Boy : No aunty, you don't. 

‘Aunt : Very good, then whom do I 
look like? 

Boy : You resemble great grandma 
aunty. 
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The dog was impatient for evening 
to set in. 


tlast it was time forthe 
dog to set off to the 
fox's house. The dog 
‘was so excited that he 
ran all the way to 








the fox’s den. Just as he turned the 
corner he remembered the condition 
laid down by the fox. So, the dog ran 
back home and began to walk slowly 
towards the fox’s den. 

On the way he forgot what the fox 
had said and began to run. Too late 





‘Anita : This ime I became very famous 
In our school! 

Babita : Did you score high marks? 
Anita : Oh no! Our class lost cent- 
percent result because of me. 


‘Shubha B., Bangalore. 
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the dog realised once again that he 
had forgotten the condition laid down 
bythe fox. Thus the dog had to return 
home and start again 
Finally the dog managed to reach 
the fox's den. He had at last fulfilled 
the condition laid down by the fox. 
But by then the sun had long gone 
down the horizon. When the 
fox saw the dog he said, “I 
told you I take my dinner 
early. I waited for you for a 
long time. Since you did 
not turn up I thought you 
had forgotten all about 
the dinner invitation.” 
The dog noticed that 
the fox had finished his 
dinner and only pieces 
of bones were placed 
on his plate. “You 
can have them,” the 
fox offered. The dog 
was so hungry that he 
began to gnaw at the 
bones. 
That is how dogs began to gnaw 
at bones. Since he had missed out 
on a sumptuous dinner the dog also 
learnt another lesson, He never 
walks. He always runs when he wants 
to go some where. 


G. Sudarshan Reddy, Std. IX, 
_ St. John's School, Bellary. 
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Favourite Fairy Tales 


Brought out by Madhuban Books, 
this isa collection of five fairy stories 
by Grimm Brothers. The stories are 
colourful illustrated by Arvinder. The 
book is aimed at 6 - 8 year olds. It is 
priced Rs. 35. 
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Puzzles with mythology 


Puzzle your way through Indian 
Mythology” has been compiled by 
three children growing up in the US. 
It contains a number of puzzles based 
on Indian mythology, Clues are given 
(0 the puzzles, and answers are provi 
ded at the end of the book. Explana- 
tions and small stories complement the 
puzzles, Brought out by Madhuban 
Books, adivision of Vikas Publishing 
House (P) Lid., itis priced Rs. 50, 

Address : Vikas Publishing House 
(P) Ltd., 576, Masjid Road, 
Jangpura, New Delhi - 110 014. 








Nasreen’s Park 


Nasreen has been orphaned, She 
‘comes to live with her grand-pareats, 
‘One day, Bangaru,.a magical cat 
emerges out of nowhere and Nasreen 
befriends Bangaru, 

Bangaru introduces her to a totally 
new world, A world where children 
0 to work and the only patk they had 
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is occupied by thugs. 

Nasreen and the children evict the 
thugs and beautify the park, This time, 
the municipal corporation decides to 
sell it 10 a hotel owner, After a long 
legal battle the children realise that to 
got back their park they may have to 
struggle hard. Do they succeed? 

The book is written by Priya 
Vasudevan, Itis priced Rs, $5 and has 
been brought out by Gulmohar, 


Seethu 


This the story of two children who 
come from two dif= 
ferent economic 
backgrounds, While 
the children do not 
recognise any dif- 
ference in theireco- 
‘nomic standing, they 
find thatthe adults 
sare very particular 
bout how the word 
Around them goes. 

Anand is a 
wealthy business- 





















and Rami is the 
‘gadener's orphaned 
grand-daughter, 

Rami finds 
herself in the gar~ 
dener's hut = a 
new home. All is 
well until Anand 
decides Sethu, 
the rag doll he once had, ne 

Anand would go to any length to 
procure the cradle. 

He confesses to his mother in the 
end to all his follies and Rami and the 
gardener find peace 

Written by Shanta Rameshwar Rao, 
itis priced Rs. 55. Ithas been brought 
out by Gulmohar. 








Promila 


This is the story of a princess born 
in Central India. The princess has only 
her mother for company as her father 
is busy ruling the kingdom of Manna, 

‘When Promila grows up the king 
decides to educate her, Promila dis- 
covers new and exciting worlds with 
her tutor, Shankar, He teaches Prom 
to read and write 

‘The British want to annex Ma 
and trouble brews, How does Promila 
save her kingdom? 

‘The story isby Krishna Kumar, The 
book is priced Rs. 55. The book is 
brought out by Gulmohar 


Princes 














Gulmohar, 
Orient Longman Limited, 
272, Himayat Nagar, 
Hyderabad - 500 029, 
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© The largest pumpkin in the @ About 300 years ago, some 
world, grown in 1992 in Puyallup, European women wore shoes with 
Washington weighed 827 pounds. heels up to 30 inches high 





© The tallest cut christmas tree @ Hair styles worn by rich 
‘0s were almost 





was a Douglas fir that was 221 feet women in the 
tall! It was set up in a shopping three feet high. 
centre in Seattle, Washington in @ Some of the clothes of King 
1950, Henry Vill of England had so 
‘many jewels sewn on them that 






no cloth showed through, 
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© A {ull suit of armour from 
helmet to foot pieces may 
weigh 55 to 65 pounds 
© The Great Wall of China 
lives upto its name. This 
amazing wall is 2,150 miles 
© InJapan,theholiday ofObun tong, with many more miles of 
is celebrated in July. People who branches. In some sections, the wall 
live on river banks set lanterns on _ rises to 39 feet above the ground and 
little boats. The lanterns are meant _ it is 32 feet thick 
to light the way for the returning @ In the winter, a camel that 
spirits of dead relatives, 
© The famous 


shoes worn by Dorothy . 
The a 


in the movi 


























Wizard of Oz, were sold 
for $165,000 at an 
auction in 1988, The 
Ruby Slippers are size 
68. 
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does not work or travel can go 
without water for as long as two 
months. 

© Thousands of years ago, the 
Sahara wasn’t a desert. Old 
drawings in Saharan caves show 
people in canoes. 

© Paddy means “rice that is 
growing.” So when you say “rice 
paddy”, you are saying “rice rice 
that is growing.” 

© During your lifetime, your 
brain may store up to 100 million 
bits of information. 

© The human eyes can see 
about seven million shades of 
colour. 

© Yourheartbeatsmorethan 36 
million times in a year. 

© Every year Arctic tens fly 
11,000 miles south to Antartica and 
11,000 miles back home again. 
That's 22,000 miles. Humming 
birds can also fly backwards. 

© People have been on earth 
about 30,000 to 70,000 years. 
‘Compare this to cats, who have been 
here for about 8,000,000 years. 

© There are more than 
1,000,000 species of animals. 
Insects account for 800,000 species. 
Al the rest of the animals make up 
the remaining 200,000 species. 


S. Radhika Narayanan, VII B, 
St. Theresa Girls HSS, Chennai. 
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Commonest language — 
Chinese is spoken by an estimated 
one billion people. 

Commonest sound — No 


language is known to be without 
the vowel “a” (as in the English 
father”). 

Largest vocabulary — The 
English language contains about 
616,500 words plus 400,000 
technical terms. 

Longest word — A compound 
word of 195 Sanskrit characters 
(which transliterates into 428 letters 
in the Roman alphabet) describes 
the region near Kanchi, Tamil 
Nadu. 

Shortest abbreviation — The 53 
letter full name of Los Angeles (El 
Pueb lode Nuestra Senora la Reina 
de los Angeles Porciuncula) is 
abbreviated to L.A. 

R. Balejee, Std. 11, 

Sri Venkateswara Vidhyalaya 
MHSS, 

Chennai. 

Dear Balajee, pl. send your 
house address. 
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WHEN REN! RETURNED| 
‘TO HIS ROOM 
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RENIYOU 
HAVE TO GO TO THE 
MARKET TO BUY A 
FEW THINGS. 














RENI, REN! 
YOU'RE OFF TO 
MARKET AREN'T 
YOu? 











[NO NO. 
1HAD ENOUGH 


WHEN | TOOK You 
LAST TIME. 
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BUDDING CHEF 
2. cup cold, fresh cream 

3. Cherry 
4.23 Tbsp. sugar 









Method : 
Scoop out pulp 
from a ripe mango 
and mix in. sugar. 

Blend in a mixie, 
Add cream (or milk) 
and run mixer for a 


minute, Remove and 





pour in cup. Freeze for 


FROZEN 
MANGO 
DESSERT time henson pecr ioc 


Place cherry on top and serve cold. 


an hour, 


Remove from 





«l pour into cups 


You need : Sneha Ramakrishnan, Chennai, 
1, Mango pulp 








the five letter 
that spells same if we 


backwards. 





K. Anirudh, age 12, 3 2 aad 
st. Joseph's Public School, a3 w 
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‘Siddharth was kidnapped. 
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On morning I found a puppy 
‘under a huge mango tree. ‘The 
pup’s mother was dead and the 
puppy was whining. I picked up 
the puppy hoping to convince my 
‘mother that it needled my protection. 
When I took it home my mother 
objected to it. I convinced her that 
I could take care of Jimmy, Finally 
my mother agreed, Jimmy was 
given an old basket to sleep in, 1 
also ensured that Jimmy was fed on 
time. I bathed him every week 
Soon Jimmy grew up, Once we 
had to visit a relative of ours. My 
mother advised me against taking 
Jimmy along. I was upset, But my 
mother said she had arranged with 








house, My father suggested that he'd 
follow Jimmy and find out why he 
was excited, A couple of constables 
also accompanied my father, They 
reached an old bungalow near the 
end of the street. Jimmy stood 
outside the gate barking excitedly, 
My father entered the house and 
to his shock he found all the items 
looted from our house, ‘That night 
the police rounded up a gang of 
thieves, Our items were returned 
to us and Jimmy was treated to a 
mptuous dinner 
Since then Jimmy has been given 
a collar and cozy corner by my 
mother 











Dhivya 

he servant to feed, 

duriag our Chandran, 

absence. Std, Vu, 
BHEL 


the servant 


fed the 
dog in our ab- 
sence, Two 


days later we returned home 
‘To our shock we saw a large 
number of people gathered 
around our house. We made 
our way into the house. Our 
house had been ransacked 
Jimmy had been chained, He 
was howling and barking, 
trying to catch our attention 
Finally my father freed his 
‘We watched as Jimmy became 
excited and ran out of the 
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ately Sister 
Undir was 
always 


wanting her own way. She had been 
demanding a pair of high heeled 


T cate about the, 
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environment! 
Y > 





shoes. Papa thought it was ridiculous 
and did not agree, Then there was 
the day she came home with her nails 
painted blue. “What's wrong with 
your nails?” demanded Papa, not 
being up-to-date on the fashion 
trends, “Wrong? It's the nicest blue 
I've seen, Kaaju, my friend gave it to 
me!" she replied. “May 
Tuy green nail polish, 50 
‘we can exchange?” 
Certainly not!" re- 
plied Papa, shocked. “Is this 
what you do at school?" It was 
all beyond him. Mama Undir 
hardly used any make up and these 
new colours were a bit too much 
for him to get used to. So Sister 
threw a tantrum, then begged and 
pleaded with Mama and finally got 
herself green nail polish. “Green 
means I care about the environ- 
ment!" she declared. Brother 
\watched and painted his nails green 
as welll “I care about the environ- 
ment too! 

‘She's growing up. We must allow 
her some harmless indulgence!” 
thought Mama, "Or she may find 
other ways of getting what she 
wants! 

Then there was the occasion of 
their school annual day. Sister so 
‘wanted to stay on till the end. Her 
friends Bhiki and Kaaju mouse were 
in an English play that she had seen 
them practice right from the early 
fumbling stages. But just that day 
Papa and Mama Undir had another 
important appointment. They had 
agreed to attend an arangetram of 
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their friend’s daughter 


t was the child's first public 

bharatanatyam performance and 
they had personally come to invite 
Papa and Mama Undir. Sister and 
Brother were invited too. So Papa 
and Mama wanted Sister and Brother 
to finish their items and leave schoo! 
as soon as possible. How Sister 
sulked! 

“But | WANT to see the play!" she 
protested. "Sweetie, haven't you 
seen it many, many times already 
during practice? And also the dress 
rehearsal?" Mama reasoned. “Why, 
I've heard vou recite all the dialogues 
at home!” remarked Papa Undir. 

“Mama and Papa will not under- 
stand” thought Sister. “All my friends 
are going to be there! We were plann- 
ing to go together to the ice cream 
shop later! I'll have to think of some 
thing! Imagine an arangetram instead 
of the schoo! play! How uncool! 

Brother Undir was worried about 





Her skirt slipped! 





something else altogether, He never 
had problems going anywhere so long 
as Mama and Papa were there. But a 
kid doing Bharatanatyam all by her- 
self! And in front of so many people! 
“Won't she be shy? Should I really be 
staring at her from the audience? Poor 
thing!” 


P= laughed at Brother. “Don't 
worry yourself too much about 
her being shy! You'll soon find out for 
yourself! After all she must have been 
training for many years by now!” 

A day before the school annual day 
Sister asked Brother, “Do you really 
want to go to the arangetram? After 
all we don't even know the girl?" Put 
that way Brother said, “Not particu- 
larly, I haven't given it much 
thought. 

“Well, we don't HAVE to, you 
know. I have an idea! Do you want 
me to tell how to get out of going 
with Papa and Mama?” Sister asked 
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enigmatically. 

“What idea? I don’t want to get 
into any trouble!" 

“No trouble, you idiot! Papa and 
Mama themselves will allow us to 
cancel the arangetram plan!” replied 
Sister. 

On the morning of the annual day 
Sister and Brother Undir made a pro- 
position to Mama and Papa. “I'll be 
so tired after our items that | am sure 
to develop a headache! Then how can 
we go to the arangetram?” Brother 
asked. 

“Maybe itis not such a good idea 
We could go home instead, after 
watching a few more items.” Sister 
seemed to show concern, “Brother 
and Ican find our own way back! I'l 
bring him back home carefully!" she 
offered 

“Well,” thought Mama, “Pethaps 
they do have a point.” 


“y n that case why don’t we drop 
them home ourselves and later 
goon to the arangetram?” suggested 
Papa Undir. 

“Oh no! It’s not at all necessary! 
Til be able to manage very nicely!" 
said Sister. Her insistence made 
Mama smell a rat. She looked hard 
at Brother and then at Sister. “Do | 
understand there is something behind 
all this?” she demanded. Brother 
could not control himself. “Sister asked 
me to start a headache story! To skip 
your friend’s daughter's dance!” 

That was it! Papa was very 
annoyed. He questioned Sister. She 
‘was silent. What could she say when 
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her play was exposed? But Papa was 
not going to give up that easily. 

“Speak up, child! I'm waiting for your 
reply!" 

“Well, we didn’t want to go with 
you.” She replied, “So, so..." 

“But I don’t really mind! I'll go with 
you!” wailed Brother, who did not like 
the developments at all. Sister glared 
at Brother. He was not supposed to 
spill everything! Though Papa and 
Mama noticed, they decided to ignore 
it. Seeing that she was being 
cornered, Sister Undir said, “I'm 
sony! I don’t want to, but I'll come 
because you insist!" 

“You sure will do as you are told 
unless there is a very good reason! 
Fibbing and involving your little 
Brother in your plansis not on at all!” 
boomed Papa in his loud voice. Mama 
looked at Papa, signalling him to calm 
down. 


‘hey all went to the arangetram 
that evening. It turned out to be 
an excellent performance after all! 
Everyone was enjoying themselves. 
During the interval they were served 
hot samosas and fizzy drinks. Brother 
even asked for a second helping 
“She's not at all shy!” marveled 
Brother. Though she was actually en- 
joying the dance performance, how 
was Sister to admit it? In any case she 
had missed out on an evening with 
her friends! She decided to continue 
tosulk. Neither Mama nor Papa ques- 
tioned her. No one talked to each 
other. 
The next day at school Sister was 


uw 99 GOKULAM 















u 


simply dying to find out how the play 
had been and what her friends had 
done later. "The princess’ skirt slip- 
ped because the elastic snapped! It 
looked so awkward, her holding on 
to it while saying her lines!" said 
Kaaju. 

“But luckily she did not forget her 
linest So it wasn't too bad!” Bhiki ex- 
plained. "“But ourice cream plans had 
tobe dropped because Kaaju’s parents 
said no! They had to go somewhere," 








‘ow relieved Sister was to hear 
hat! It seemed if she was not 
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the only one whose parents had other 
plans! But surprisingly, Kaaju did not 
seem to mind at all! How she had 
sulked and made it hard for Papa and 
Mama! They had not spoken to one 
another throughout the perfor- 
mance! 
Just when it seemed as if she 
had not missed much at school, 
Kaaju said, “Luckily Bhiki came 
and stayed with us, We had 
a bit of fun at night!” Oh, 
she had missed 
something after alll 
“What did YOU 
do?" Kaaju asked 
Sister, Grudgingly she 
told them about the 
arangetram. She was 
about to say what a 
bore it had been 
when Kaaju cried 
out, “Oh, lucky you! 
That's where my 
parents went! heard 
she may become quite 
a star! She is supposed to be very 
good!” 

“Then why didn't you come?" 
demanded Sister Undir. “Oh, I wasn't 
invited, My parents know them, but 
not very well. So I guess they did not 
take me!” 

Sister was silent. Later at home 
she hugged Mama and Papa tightly 
Papa looked puzzled. Mama under- 
stood that it was her way of saying 
that she was sorry. “'Our little one is 
growing up!" was all Mama said, 
stroking Sister's head. 

ANURADHA KHATI 
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bug's life' was released 
0 in India recently, It is an 
excellent entertainer, 
How did the movie get 
made? The film has 
used one of Aesop's fable as the 
story base where a carefree grass 
hopper comes begging for food 
from a colony of ants. 
Trouble begins 


for ants 
when a colony of greedy 
grasshoppers descend on the ants 
in Ant Island, The rest of the story 
unfolds on the screen, entertaining 
the audience. How did the film get 
made? The idea took form because 
the makers of the film noticed that 
bugs were always fascinating crea- 
tures. It is a terrible challenge be- 
ing a bug. Inquisitive cats and 
dogs trouble them as much as tod- 
dlers. 
Children often find bugs in their 


garden fascinating. They would 





imprison it in bottles or boxes and 
watch what happens to them, Bugs 
are rarely good-looking. Most bugs 
look detestable. So, ifthe bugs had 
to look appealing, the film makers 
had to work a lot trying to make 
them look appealing 
The people 







working on the project used 
their own gardens as background 
material. There were a few people 
inthe film company who had a pho- 
bia about bugs. 


ug ‘designers’ would draw 
B up bugs on paper and then 
work on them using com- 
puters. They would then bring in 
these ‘Bug phobic’ men and 
women to take a look at the bugs. 
They would ask them, “Does this 
scare you?" 
If they received a satisfactory 
answer then the bug was included 
in the film. Otherwise, it was thrown 
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bug nf have ony wo pa otis becote ie fim maken wanted ne bugs took appesing one sewen 


Nice the ho on ne bugis Body ign. Comper rman made # eon fo pase haan on a buys ody, 


into the dustbin, t! s. Bugs in real life 

Thus the film makers amassed hav irs that make them ap- 
a group of bugs that did not look peat Fs. In this film 
scary. They excluded grasshop- the collar of one bug alone has 
pers from the list of appealing bugs 15,000 hairs, all animated on the 
because grasshoppers in this computer! 
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Youngest tutor 
Youngest “tutor? 
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Paintings cost a fortune 
T 


ee i ase Paintings fetched 
held in Jone *® S78 auctions 
oe Spanish painting by Diego 

2 N: Velazquez fetched $ a9 
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Puzzle solved 
A ccholar in Baltimore be- 


icles died of typhus. sat 


Record 
visitors 











Peri see 

died in 429 BC.during 2 B08 

Segue. re ried 08 S| A cord 3.26) 
eece: million people vis- 





ag Gi 
golden age of Cr could have 


od 
Ul ow believed Cow 


ited the Rocky 
Mountain National Park in 1998.This 


died of any one 
diseases-small pox, dengue, 

ing dlseastssT™easles and ty- | has provoked concerns about pre- 

cm serving the environment in the state’ 





phoid. largest national park. 





Suresh K.Anjum 
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mother asked me to pick up clothes 
from the laundry. I paid the shop 
owner ten rupees. He returned the 
change saying it cost dnly Rs. three, 

On my way home I counted the 
change. The laundry shop owner 
had given me Rs. eight instead Rs. 










Twas to play a tennis match 
that evening. My brother who was 
also my coach was suddenly called 
away on nment. I knew f 
didn't have the confidence to 
participate in a match, 

Twas very upset and sat brooding 
over it I even thought I'd st 
walk out. My teacher who noticed 
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This happened 
when I was 10 
years old. My 


WINNING ANATCH 


seven, I thought for a 
moment, ‘Should I return 
the money?’ Somehow, I 
not could bring myself to 
cheat. So | walked back to 
the shop. 

On my way back I 
noticed that one of my 
anklets had fallen off from 
my feet. As I neared the 
laundry shop I found my 
anklet on the steps of the 
shop. I picked up my 










anklet and returned the money. 
I narrated the incident to the 
laundry shop owner. He praised 
my honesty and I thanked god for 

saving me from evil thoughts. 
B. Subha, age 15, Bangalore. 


















Te asked me what was wrong. I told 
her. 
She said, “you will win today 
match, I'll be there to cheer you.” 
That evening throughout the match 
my teacher cheered me and I did win 
the match, 
I felt on top of the world that day. 
R, Sreejith, age 14, 
Chinmaya Vidhyalaya, 
‘Thiruvananthapuram, 
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Children sending in 
\ contributions must send in 
their name, age and school’s 
name besides their 
full house address. 
Otherwise the contributions 
will be rejected. 
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1 tisalong story” 
Anand said. He 
| promised to tell 
Philip every- 
thing once they were outof the mu- 
seum. The police questioned the 
boys too. Philip remained polite 
but revealed nothing. 

Soon the police let them go. The 
boys returned to the guest house. 

“What is this?” Bharath asked 
when Philip removed a few darts 
from his pocket. 

“They are tipped with sleep in- 
ducers, They are for my protection” 
Philip said. 

It was Bharath who suggested 
that they peep through the window. 
To their shock they noticed two 
men inside the room. They were 
masked and had guns. "How long 
have we to wait?" one man asked. 

“| don't know, They checked out 
promising to return for lunch.” 

The boys looked at each other. 
Philip's face had turned ashen. 
“Why,...how...2” He was cut short 
by Bharath. 

“Give me the poison darts you 
have in your packet Philip. Do as 
\ say. You and Anand must go to 
the door, Turn the handle but do 
not open the door. The man will 
come to the door. Il aim the dart 
athim. He'll fall unconscious. You 
two must overpower the other 
man.” 


n 











With these instructions Bharath 
settled close to the window from 
where he was sure he would not 
miss his target, 

Philip and Anand walked to the 
door and turned the handle. Be- 
fore either boy could react, the 
door was flung open and a hooded 
man stood, pointing a gun at them, 
Both the boys stood rooted to the 
spot. Suddenly the man lunged 
forward and fell with a loud thud. 
Bharath stood behind the man. 





I hat are you gaping 
at? Here let’s get him 

out of the way.” 

The three of them 
cy WV] (2 
late Sly 
IN| if 

dragged the inert \ } 
man towards the bushes. 

Bharath then said, "the other 
man escaped. | aimed a dart at 
him too, but | missed.” 

Bharath and Anand told Philip 
of their suspicion, their findings, the 
hellebore and the coded writing. 

“That still doesn’t explain the 
murder attempt on me in India,” 
Philip said. 

"Lagree. There are people work- 
ing against the government within 
the government itself." Anand said. 

“Traitors?” Philip asked, 
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“Exactly.” 

“think your hypothesis is far 
fetched." Philip said. 

“You'll soon find out for your- 
” Bharath said. “Let's visit 
Sonia and check how she's faring,” 

‘Sonia was looking much better. 
She said, "I don't know how but the 
doctor says my illness has sub- 
sided just as suddenly as it sur 
faced,” 

‘Anand and Bharath heaved a 
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sigh of lief. The em- 
peror remarked, “I'm 
glad that my daughter 
is better now. | don't 
want to talk about it.” 

The three boys de- 
cided to meet at the 
palace at eight that 
evening. The boys 
asked Philip to be 
ready, When the boys 
arrived Philip asked, 
“Why did you ask me to 
wait up for you?” 


‘ou wanted to know the 
man who master- 
minded the murder at- 
tempt,” Bharath re- 
marked. “We're here to show you 
the culprit. “Philip looked aghast 
but accompained them to the pal- 
ace. At the palace the boys saw 
lights in the room, They peeped 
through the window. 

A man in military fatigue was 
holding the silver rat, Philip impul- 
sively burst out, “You crook, you 
stole our rat. Return it to us." 

Both Anand and Bharath stood 


" speechless.. They tried to grab 


Philip and escape before they were 
noticed. A couple of men were 
upon them and the boys were 
ragged into the room 

The man in military fatigue 
looked up as the boys were made 
tostand before him. The room held 
computer, a fax machine and a 
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telephone. The man seated at the 
desk said, “welcome intruders.” 

Bharath recovered first. "Who 
are you? What do you want? Why 
do you want to kill us and the 
king?" Bharath’s voice was full of 
raw anger. 

“Calm down’ young man. Your 
anger will get you nowhere. Tell 
me why you were spying on me. 
and how did you know the silver 
rat was with me?" the man asked. 

W Philip asked angiily. 

“Try it," the man 

challenged with a sinister look on 
his face. 

Philip wanted to answer back 


but Bharath asked him to hold on 
to his temper. 


m4 


hatif we don'tanswer 
your questions?” 


Bharath said, 
“We came here 
yesterday. We 
saw you and 
learnt how to: 
decode the 
message. | 
saw the person 
who was with 
you last night in 
the museum 
this morning. 1 
knew the rat 
must be here." 

“Hlearnt from 
my spy that you 
aS had added a 
antidote to the princess’ drink, 
the man said with a wicked smile. 

“How did you know?" Anand 
asked. 

‘The nurse was his spy," 
Bharath supplied. 

"In fact | knew you had been 
here yesterday and I realised you 
had survived the attack by assas- 
sins. | guessed you were clos- 
ing in on me.” 

There was silence for some- 
time. Bharath said, 


“Alright,” 
"We have answered all your 
questions. Now you must answer 
ours. Who are you?” 
The man grinned 
today is the last day of your life, 
I'l answer all your questions.” 


“Sure. As 


To continue, 
S. Srikanth, age - 17, 
Kudremukh 
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young man 
dug up the 
ground. He 
removed the 
stones, plou- 












poor young man with n 
home went to a monk and 
asked for help. The old 


monk gave him two hectares of rocky 
land in the corner of a vast estate in 
the city. 

Glad with this gift, the happy 
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ghed the 
land, sowed 
seeds. 
crops stood up on what had once 
been stones and weeds. 

One day the old monk 
passed by the fields and crop. 
The young man ran up to 

n, and welcomed 
The monk was pleased at the 
ir 


Within a month, the 








ful, healthy crop. 


€Sect" he told the 


man, “What you and 
God have made together.” 








The young man bowed, 


hesitated and said, "Sir, Lam 





4 poor innocent man! What 
dy L know of God? Yet, since 
ed, 
‘God must be in this field." 
The monk smiled, “What is 
it,son?" he asked, “tell me.” 


you say $0," he con’ 





“Sir, you should have seen 
the field when god alone was 











ticre!"” The monk laughed a 
this. “Very good, my son!” 
hie said, “without your hard= 


work, how could the crops 
have grown here? But re- 
memby 





was I who gifted you this 


land and it was god who made me 





ke pity on you!" 


Mukul P. Joshi, Mumbai, 
Dear Mukul, pl. send your age and the 
name of your school 
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1. Incorrectly 

2. A cat has claws at the end 
of its paws, a comma has pause 
at the end of its clause. 

3. ‘Queue’, ‘Aye’ and ‘Or’ 

4. Ibex 


GENERAL 
KNOWLEDGE 
QUIZ 


1) Fredric Auguste, 
2) Asbestos, 

3) Lala Amarnath, 

4) Drake, 

5) Dr. Edward Kassner, 
6) 7107, 

7) Uganda, 

8) Shoe flower, 

9) Malaysia, 
10) H.RF. Keating, 
11) Vexillology. 
12) Rabindranath Tagore 
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NAME 
THESE 
PLACES 


exaattessse 











1,120/80 ] 


2. 45 miles 
We 





3.17 


4.72 beats/minute 4 

5, Ear 

6 Proteins h 
78, J \ 





8. Haemoglobin 
9. Iron 


10, Grass of water 
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nthe month of June 
I we observe environ- 

ment week, Here are a 
few ways our environment 
gets polluted. 

Itis said that a ‘normal, 
healthy’ person can live 
without water, but only for 
five days. He can live with- 
out food for five weeks but 
he can live without air for 
only five minutes, 

Air pollution dates back to the 
time fire found its way into human 
households. The automatic mecha- 
nism of air purified it, With indus- 
trial revolution in Britain, the prob- 
lem intensified. 

What constitutes air pollut- 
ants? The pollutants may be 
classified into (i) solid pollutants: 





onstant noise affects our 
hearing. Exposure to ‘con- 
stant noise’ may cause 
blood vessels to contract, our skin 
to become pale, our muscles to 
constrict and adrenalin to be shot 
into the blood stream, This 
adrenalin produces tension and 
nervousness. 
‘Water is an important source of 


(ii) gases. The pollutants 
Mette FOD. A SAFE 
air are fine particles, 


sulphur dioxide, carbon 
monoxide, a noxious 
mixture of fog and smoke, radio 
- active pollutants and miscel- 
laneous pollutants. The fine par- 
ticles cause more damage than 
the rest. The carbon particles 
have the ability to absorb cer- 
tain gases. When they are 
breathed into our lungs with air 
proves dangerous. 

“A sound turns out to be annoy- 
ing if its frequency, intensity and 
duration exceed the tolerance 
limit.’ This aptly defines noise. 
Many have lost their hearing ca- 
pacity due to loud noises. 
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ENVIRONMENT 


life. When water bodies become 
dumping grounds for waste prod- 
ucts they kill life in water. Fish die 
and even humans cannot consume 
this water. 

Food when adulterated be- 
comes unfit for human consump- 
tion, While these are major causes 
for pollution, there are yet other 
natural causes like eruption of vol- 
canoes, pollination by breeze etc. 

Unless man learns to control 
pollution, he cannot aim to lead a 
better hfe, K. Nagalakshmi, 

age 13, KV-1, Pondicherry. 
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A DOCTOR’S 


et into the van, now,” the 
chief's voice brooked no 
question. As a doctor | 
knew the urgency in his 
voice. 

| was a house surgeon under- 


going training at this small hospital 


in a remote town, It had been a 
ong day. | was in a mood for a 
holiday. | was angry with the chief 
because he wanted us to stay 
back. 


7B 









A man came running 
and asked to see the chief. The 
chief emerged from his room and 
ordered us thus, 

The man looked dazed as he 
directed the driver, Soon, we were 
in the thick woods far from town. 
We came upon a railway track. The 
man said we would have to walk 
from here because vehicles could 
not enter the woods. 

So, the three of us silently fol- 
lowed our chief. Our torch lights 
cast dull glows as we made our 
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way through the thick foliage 

All of us were so tired that we 
wanted to sleep. Yet as doctors, 
we knew duty took precedance. 

Suddenly we could hear voices 
crying in pain. It was dreadful. A 
few moments later we came upon 
a clearing. Only then did we no- 
tice that a train had derailed. Many 
of its bogies lay around, twisted 
and out of shape. 


here was no moon in the sky. 

Our torch lights weren't 

enough to help us. Yet we 

prodded on, helping the 

hurt. Many of them were badly hurt. 

Before leaving, our chief had 

‘sent word to the nearest hospital 
———— 





to rush in an ambulance. We be- 
gan attending to the people who 
seemed most badly injured. 

A few hours later there were 
quite a number of people helping 
the passengers. They were peo- 
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ple from the neighbouring villages 
who had rushed here on hearing 
the news. 

A few of the coaches still had 
lights. We administered first aid to 
the injured hoping the ambulance 
would arrive soon and lift them to 
the hospital in town. 

We must have worked for long 
hours. Only when sun came up did 
we realise the magnitude of the 
accident. 

There were people trying to find 
their lost baggages. There were 
yet others weeping over the dead 
lost relatives. 

We realised then that we had 
done very little. We also under- 


stood how insignificant our desire 

for rest was when so many people 
were suffering, 

S. Balaji, X Std, 

Florence HS, Bangalore 
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months later you 





very summer you will see man: 

goes aplenty in the markets. Man: 

goes of all sizes and shapes are 
displayed aesthetically. Customers throng 
these vendors in droves. Adults haggle 
over prices and finally reach a compro: 
mise. You have probably not paid attention 
to all this. Or if you did notice it, the de 
sire to bite into these golden yellow fruits 
was more than the desire to learn about 
the fruits themselves. 

Mango has been grown in India for the 
past 4000 years. Mango trees grow to @ 
height of 30 to 90 feet. Mangoes are 
planted as saplings. If you throw a mango 
seed in your garden and suddenly a few 
80 




































seea lovely 
young plant, you 
can be sure it is 
a mango tree in 
the offing. 
King Akbar 
(1556-1605 
AD) set up a 
mango grove 
near 
Darbanga of 
one lakh 
mango tre 
This grove 
was called 
Lakh 
Bagh 
Mango 
trees bear 
fruits dur- 
ing summer. 
In the early 
spring (around 
February) 





s. 








the trees put forth clusters of 
flowers. Only a few flowers ma- 
ture. These flowers then become 
fruits. Those of you who have a 
mango tree at home probably 
know all this, Mango leaves are 
wine red in colour and slowly turn 
green, As the leaves age they 
turn a deep green 

Mango leaves are considered 
auspicious. People string them 
together and decorate the en- 
trance to their houses during 
festival 





COVER STORY 
he pulp of raw mango is 
used to make juice. The 
pulp of ripe mango goes 

into making jams 

A variety of mangoes are 
grown in India. 

The Alphonso is the most 
expensive. It comes into the 
market even before the rest of the 
varieties hit the fruit stalls. 

This is followed by a number of 
other varieties. Down south, the 
mulgova, is very famous. This 
green mango is roundish and is 

considered a 
delicacy, 
Mulgova's skin 
remains green 
even when the 
mango riper 
Banganapally, 
a variety grown in 
Andhra Pradesh, 
is less expensive, 

















A variety called 
Bangalura’ is 
grown in Karnataka. 
This mango tastes 
better when raw 
than when it ripens. 
There are other 
varieties like ‘Salem 
Gundu' (the name. 
suggests that the 
mango will be 
pulpy) Rumani (it 
comes almost in the 
end of May), and 
Neelam (a fruit 
known more for its 



































fruit bugs!) 


If you hail from Lucknow then 
there's a variety that must be 


close to your heart. This variety of 


mango is small and oval in 
shape. It has a distinct pink hue 
‘on the skin when it ripens. It 
tastes excellent. 

There's a 


variety 

called Imam pasand. 
These large mangoes can make 
a dent in your pocket. 

Some of these mangoes are 
fibrous. A discerning taste bud 
can easily distinguish between 
these various mangoes 


tis not just the fruits that are a 
delicacy. Raw mangoes are 
Cut into small pieces and pickled. 
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Down south, almost all south 
Indian homes purchase tiny 
mangoes by the kilo and make 
pickles. This pickle is popular as 
‘Mavadu’. 

Some of the other popular 
varieties are Chowsa, Deshri, 
Langra, Gulabkash, Pairi 
and Bombai. Mangoes 
are grown extensively 
in Maharashtra, Goa, 
Tamil Nadu, UP and 
Andhra Pradesh, Over 
the years many hybrid 
varieties have also 
been introduced 
successfully. 

Mango seeds are 
used as remedy for 
asthma and diar- 
thoga, Some varie- 
ties of mango sport 
thick outer skins 
while others have 
a thin skin, 

Have you ever 
wondered how a 
bug manages to 

remain alive inside a 
fruit? If you have eaten 


+ Neelam then you will have 


noticed the bug inside the 
thick shell that houses the 
mango seed. How did the bug 
get there? 

The bug embeds itself deep 
into the flower and lives on the 
oxygen inside the flower. The 
seed and the fruit develop 
around the bug! Strange are 
the ways of nature. 
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A_THRILLIDG FIDISH 


Tris the last ball of the match, 
All the fielders hope for a catch, f 
At the crease is a towering Akram, 
‘The match is played between India and Pakistan, 
Azhar is adjusting the field, 
‘The boundary he hopes to shield, 
Srinath takes his run up, 
Akram 
‘The ball almost went for a six, 
But put Pakistan in a fix 
Jadeja takes the catch, 
‘And Pakistan loses the match, y 
For India it isa thrilling finish, é ~~ 
For dreaming in class lam punished. 

‘Anup Bhat, K., age 13, 

Bangalore, 


CHECK IT OUT CONTEST NO. 10 


Only three people have sent in the right answers. Even these 
three winners have named only four of the five birds featured. 

Each winner will be sent Rs. 35/- by M.O. 

The winners are — The answers are 

1, Ch. Bindu, age 12, Owl, Heron and Cattle Egret, 

Dittakavi Eng. Med. School, Cow and Turkey 

Chirala 

2. N.P. Akshaya Shree, age 14, 

Adarsh Vidhyalaya MHSS, 

Chennai. 

3. Sudhir Ponnuswamy, VIG, 

PSBBSSS, 

Chennai. 








xe of winning the cup. 
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CREATIVE CORNER 


MAKING 
AEROPLANES 


1. Cut 4ems on both the ends and over- 
Jap itt form cones at the ends. Paste the 


2. Cif the cardboard as shown in the 

diagram. Fold the bottom edge to get the 

_ folowing cross section (use cello tape) 
Make the other wing also as ex- 











| planed above 
\ 2, Tal 
Lo! att ot anton 
work a the diagram 
ing model of an aero- Now fix these parts. 
pl Fix the tail at the rear by making a Scm 
Materials required: tong cut. 
{thn earoard/thek paper Fic the wings by making em ong sts 
2. Gum and cello tape | on the sides. 
B.Toy wheats (da em) Bens the nal by 
optional a hammer Into 
Two smal sks (height Shape and I a 


Tem) 
5, Elastic (15cm) 


below the 





4. Make small 
holes in the pl 
belly. On a thin wire 
fix two tyres and 
place them just b 
tow the wings, Pla 
cone tyre below the 
nase of the plane. 
‘Now the plane is 
roady to ty. Maka a 
runway model or you can also erect the 
two sticks ata distance of 10 cms between 
them and pull the piane bythe nal hough 
the elastic and let go. The plane wil zoom. 
Paint your plane in colours of your choice. 
. Bharath Kumaran, 
Vill B, Devi Academy, 
Chennai 









Cut the cardboard in di- 
mensions 15x20. Roll it to 
form a tube. 
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What is Big 

Tr you thought that the 
clock in the tower of the 
Houses of Parliament in 





London was called Big Ben, 
You are wrong. The tower 
les! St, Steph 
Tower, while the « 
called the Westminster 
lock, It is the bell that 
the hour which is 
Big Ben. This bell 
tons. So iti 
wonder that it is called Bi 





itself is 














Ben! 
S. Senthil 

VILA. 

Chinmaya Vidhyalaya, 


Chennai. 


Rearrange the letters and 
find the answer, 
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